Lollio, Sharon (AG)

From: Hills, Rusty (AG)

Sent: Wednesday, August 15, 2012 8:53 AM

To: Lollio, Sharon (AG); Lazet, John (AG); Cameron, Thomas (AG)
Subject: FW: SB 1109

From: Schuette, Bill (AG)

Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2012 8:58 PM

To: Posthumus, Dick (Gov)

Cc: Snyder, Rick (GOV); Muchmore, Dennis (GOV); Clement, Elizabeth (GOV); Ackerman, Darin (GOV); Durfee, Sally
(GOV); Hills, Rusty (AG); Isaacs, Carol (AG); Cropsey, Alan (AG); Bandstra, Richard (AG); Bursch, John (AG)
Subject: RE: SB 1109

Dear Dick,
thank you very much.

I appreciate the Governor's support of VO-4. We will pass this on to Speaker Bolger and members of the House Judiciary
Committee.

Best Regards,

Bill

From: Posthumus, Dick (Gov)

Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2012 7:18 PM

To: Schuette, Bill (AG)

Cc: Snyder, Rick (GOV); Muchmore, Dennis (GOV); Clement, Elizabeth (GOV); Ackerman, Darin (GOV); Durfee, Sally
(Gov)

Subject: SB 1109

Dear Attorney General Schuette
I want to thank you for working with us on the final changes to Senate Bill 1109. I understand that this legislation is a

proposed bill, the administration supports the H-2 substitute that will come before the committee that would require one
or more of the prior felony convictions be from a specific list.

Dick Posthumus

Senior Advisor to the Governor
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August 6, 2012

Honorable John Walsh

Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee
251 Capitol Building

Lansing, Michigan 48909

Dear Representative Walsh:

I'am writing to express my support for S.B. 1109, as proposed by Michigan
Attorney General Bill Schuette. VO-4 will toughen Michigan’s habitual
offender law, ensuring that repeat violent offenders are not permitted to wreak
havoc in our communities unchecked.

Our state has four of the most violent cities in America, and it’s long past time
we do something more to break this cycle of crime. Holding repeat violent
offenders accountable for their actions is a good first step. The
implementation of a 25-year minimum sentence for four-time violent
offenders will allow law enforcement to take the worst criminals off the street.

Failure to pass VO-4 will result in continued harm to our communities,
leaving the door open for repeat violent offenders to continue their cycle of
crime. To be frank, these criminals are the individuals our prisons were built
to contain.

I'am pleased to join Attorney General Schuette in calling for this sentencing
reform. Thank you for the opportunity to share my thoughts. Please contact
me if you have additional questions.

Sincerely

pne€ L. Jungel
xecutive Director
Michigan Sheriffs’ Association

TLJ:ad

SINCE 1877 ..Michigan's oldest law enforcement organization
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July 31,2012

Chairman John Walsh
State Representative
P.O. Box 30014
Lansing, MI 48909-7514

RE: SB 1109
Dear Chairman Walsh:

On behalf of the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan, I am writing to inform you of
our support for this bill. This legislation will toughen the application of Michigan’s habitual
offender law to target repeat violent offenders. Separating violent criminals from society
will allow our communities to remain safe.

Our state has four of the most violent cities in America, and the implementation of a 25 year
minimum sentence for four-time violent offenders in the most serious, specified crimes will
allow law enforcement to take the worst criminals off the street.

Some will likely express concern for the cost of incarcerating these individuals beyond the
sentences they currently receive. However, the tangible and intangible costs to victims of
violent crime and our communities greatly exceed the costs of incapacitating violent criminals
who have repeatedly shown an inability to peaceably live in society. As long as our citizens
live in fear, we will never achieve true economic recovery.

Kids need safe streets as they walk to school. Employers need safe communities if they are
to grow and create jobs. The ripple effect of violent crime perpetuated by repeat offenders

undermines education, investment, and economic growth, and damages our communities for
generations.

Thank you for your consideration

Sincerely,

=

Larry Burdick, President

Cc: House Judiciary Committee



ASSOCIATION OFFICERS

President
Chief Timothy Bourgeois
Kalamazoo Township

First Vice President
Chief Brian A. Hill
Gerrish Township

Second Vice President
Chief Donald F. Pussehl
Saginaw Township

Immediate Past President
Chief Michael A. Lauretti
Eastpointe

Secretary-Treasurer
Chief Thomas Korabik
District 6-North Muskegon

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Director John Werth
District 1 - Northville Township

Chief Daniel T. McCaw
District 2 — Waterford Twp

Chlef Bruce J. Smith
District 3 - Chesterfield Twp.

Chief George N. Sippert
District 4 —Flint Township

Chief Milton A, Agay

District 5 - Berrien Springs - Oronoko

Twp.

Chief Martin Underhill
District 7-Grand Ledge

Chief Paul L. Bunten
District 8 - Saline

Chief Bradley J. Bannon
District 9 — Richfield Twp.

Chief Steven D. Kocsis
District 10 — Thomas Twp.

Chief John Calabrese
District 11 — Petoskey

Director Kenneth Vanderiinden
District 12 - Escanaba

Chief Ralph L. Godbee, Jr.
District 13 — Detroit

Col. Kriste Kibbey Etue
District 14- Director, MSP

EXECUTIVE STAFF
Robert M. Stevenson
Executive Director

Jamie K. Foster
Executive Assistant

Thomas A. Hendrickson
Executive Director Emeritus

MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF CHIEFS OF POLICE

2133 University Park Drive, Suite 200
Okemos, M1 48864
Phone: 517.349.9420 Fax: 517.349.5823
www.michiganpolicechiefs.org

July 31, 2012

The Honorable John Walsh

Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee
251 Capitol Building

Lansing, Michigan 48909

Dear Representative Walsh,

I am writing to express the strong support of the Michigan
Association of Chiefs of Police for Attorney General Bill Schuette’s VO-4
(Violent Offense-Fourth) proposal, as reflected in SB 1109. This
legislation to toughen Michigan’s habitual offender law will allow law
enforcement to make our communities safer by targeting violent repeat
offenders who threaten public safety.

Under this sentencing reform, hardened criminals with three
prior felony convictions would receive a sentence of at least 25 years
upon subsequent conviction for an additional serious violent crime.
These violent crimes are the worst of the worst - murder, criminal
sexual conduct, assault with intent to murder, carjacking and
kidnapping. Removing these criminals from our streets should be a top

priority.

Some will likely express concerns about the mandatory
incarceration of these individuals beyond the more lenient sentences
they currently receive. However, by the time a person has been
convicted of three felonies and then commits a violent felony, they have
proved that they cannot be rehabilitated. At this point, long-term
mandatory incarceration is the only way to protect our communities.

The MACP hopes that passage of SB 1109 will be a top priority. If
I can be of any further assistance in the matter please do not hesitate to
contact me.

Very Truly Yours

Robert Stevencon

Robert Stevenson, Chief (Ret.)



Office of the Prosecuting Attorney
VICTOR A. FITZ

Chief Assistant
Frank Machnik

Michigan Senate
Michigan House of Representatives
Lansing, M1

Dear Members of the House:

Please allow me to express my strong support for the passage of Senate Bill 1109.

This Bill is commonly referred to as VO-4 (Violent Offender 4™).

In particular, VO-4 addresses these intractable offenders----individuals who have callously and repeatedly ignored
previous opportunities to reform. Instead, these career criminals have consciously chosen to visit murderous acts,

robbery, maiming, kidnapping, hostage taking, sexual assaults, carjacking and/or mayhem upon our law abiding
citizens.

The need for such legislation is clear.

United States Department of Justice Crime statistics consistently place Michigan as the most violent state in the
Midwest. For the past decade we have regularly had multiple urban areas ranked as the most violent in the nation.
In particular, in 2010, Michigan had four cities ranked in the top ten of most violent cities in the nation.

This is extremely disconcerting.
A society must protect its helpless and innocent from repeatedly unlawful and violent marauders.

The terror they visit upon their victims is repeated and real. One need only visit a Michigan courthouse on
sentencing day to hear the tragedies as they unfold on a regular basis. These courthouse recountings provide a
recall into the true horrors visited upon these victims----often in the dead of night and in terrifying isolation.

Michigan needs to send a clear message to these violent and recalcitrant offenders that they will meet with severe
consequences.

CASS COUNTY LAW AND COURTS BUILDING
60296 M-62, SUITE 6
CASSOPOLIS, MICHIGAN 49031
TELEPHONE (269) 445-4460 - FAX (269) 445-4409



The first section of our Michigan Constitution indicates that: All political power is inherent in the people.
Government is instituted for their equal benefit, security and protection. (Emphasis added).

Passage of Senate Bill 1109 will assist in this primary responsibility of Michigan state and local government---
protection of the public.

Thank you for your attention to this serious matter.

Sincerely,

{4

Victor Fitz
Cass County Prosecutor
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August 15, 2012

The Honorable John Walsh

Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee
251 Capitol Building

Lansing, Michigan 48909

Dear Chairman Walsh:

I am in favor of the passage of SB 1109, legislation to strengthen Michigan’s
habitual offender law. VO-4 (Violent Offense-Fourth), as proposed by Attorney
General Bill Schuette, will impose a 25-year minimum sentence for certain violent
repeat offenders. Public safety is the first priority of government, and strategically
targeting a subset of violent repeat offenders is a smart use of resources to improve

the safety of our communities.

Under this sentencing reform, hardened criminals with three prior felony
convictions would receive a sentence of at least 25 years upon subsequent conviction
for an additional serious violent crime. These violent crimes are the worst of the
worst — murder, criminal sexual conduct, assault with intent to murder, carjacking
and kidnapping. Removing these criminals from our streets should be a top

priority.

As our fragile economy recovers, maintaining strong public safety is critical. VO-4
is a commonsense reform that will set us on the path of safer, stronger

communities.

Sincergly,

i
David S. Leyton

Genesee County Prosecutor

@0
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SS=S==~ DALE A. MILLER, UNDERSHERIFF Phone  (616)527-5737

Admin.  (616) 527-5383

133 East Adams Street Jail (616) 527-5390
lonia, MI 48846 Fax (616) 527-9102

August 8, 2012

Honorable members of the House Judiciary,

Please accept this letter as strong support for SB 1109, also known as V-04 legislation. As a 42 year
veteran of Law enforcement and 14 years as a Sheriff, | have too often seen situations where violent,
repeat offenders have been released from custody after serving a relatively short sentence, only to
commit another horrendous crime.

Passage of this bill would assure safer communities, reduce the number of violent crimes and make
Michigan a better place to live.

Dwain Dennis
Sheriff, lonia County
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August 15, 2012

The Honorable John Walsh

Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee
251 Capitol Building

Lansing, MI 48909

Re: Senate Bill 1109
Dear Representative Walsh:

Please be advised that the Police Officers Association
of Michigan (POAM) supports the above-referenced Bill as
proposed by Michigan Attorney Bill Schuette. We believe
the passage of this legislation will be instrumental in
helping to break the violent cycle of crime that is putting
a stranglehold on certain areas of Michigan. POAM is
pleased to join the Attorney General in calling for this
sentencing reform.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact

me.
Sincerely,
POLICE @FFICERS ASSOCIATION
Kenneth E. Grabowski
Legislative Director
KEG/jlh

cc: Bill Schuette, Michigan Attorney General
Tim Ward, Michigan Legislative Consultants
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